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LIBERATED CHINESE PRIMERS 
(LET* S WRITE SOME TOO) 

by Florence Howe 
Women, A Journal of Liberation/ 

LIBERATION News Seryice 

A year ago, we ordered four children’s books 
from China: I Am on Duty Today' *; ’ Flowers in Full 

Bloom’; ‘The Little Do ctor ’ ; and ’ Secret Bulletin , 

I want to describe these chiefly as possible models 
for books our children need. 

The Little Doctor is a girl. She treats 
her younger sister’s sick doll, then her younger 
brother’s teddy bear, and a rocking horse whose 
’’leg” is broken. Without any help from brothers-- 
big or small-- the doctor mends the rocking horse 
with a hammer and nails. 

On the cover of another primer, 1_ Am on Duty 
Today, a girl puts on a red armband, and inside 
she says : 

I am on duty today 
Helping in our nursery 
I get up with the sunrise 
And go to work happily. 

In the following pages, a boy joins her and the 
two perform identical tasks: they tidy the school- 
room, feed pet animals, greet the other children 
as they arrive , and check them for cleanliness. 

They are the last to leave at the end of the day 
and the teacher thanks them for their work. 

The illustrations contribute to the lesson 
in sexual equality. All children are dressed in 
plain, comfortable, bright-colored clothing that 
consists of trousers and a shirt. Only small 
details -- a pigtail or a hair ribbon -- distin- 
guishes girls from boys. 

Flowers in Full Bloom , a somewhat more advanced 
primer, continues the lesson in sexual equality. 

The book’s scheme is simplicity itself: twenty- 
one illustrations of children in adult work roles, 
each picture accompanied by a poem. On the first 
page, for example, a girl mends a fishing net: 

I am mending the net for our commune. 

When it is finished. I’ll put out to sea 
Where shoals of fish with glittering scales, 
Both large and small will swim into my net. 

The book includes more pictures of girls than 
of boys, and while we might expect boys to ride 
buffalo and sharpen sickles, we do not expect girls 
to steer banana boats, or to put out to sea in 
fishing boats. Nor do we expect to find boys and 
girls washing clothes or performing identical farm 
tasks. 

The title page of the book offers additional 
instruction. Wearing a long yellow sash, bracelets, 
hair ribbons and flowers, a girl plaits her hair 
before a mirror: 

This little girl can arrange her hair, 
Decorating her ebony plaits 
with red silk bands. 

She dances at the harvest gathering, 

Like a butterfly fluttering among the flowers 
With a carrying-pole she shoulders 
two baskets which touch the ground. 

She carries a hoe taller than herself. 


She sings a song about pineapples § bananas. 
Which makes our mouths water. 

The audience claps for her. 

And she nods back to them. 

The lesson is clear: work does not "defeminize” 
women. The flower in full bloom is strong enough to 
wield a hoe and carry heavy baskets from the fields. 

Unlike the others. Secret Bulletin is a compli- 
cated and suspenseful story written for older children. 
Two children, a boy and a girl, who seem to be between 
ten and twelve years old, are attempting to operate 
a primitive mimeograph machine in a secret place. 

They have been assigned the printing of handbills 
announcing ’’that the People’s Liberation Army had 
crossed the Yangtse River and that Shanghai was 
soon to be liberated,” There is some dispute about 
the preparation of mimeo ink. The boy stubbornly 
insists upon his own knowledge of inks and nearly 
wrecks the stencil before he listens to Hsiao-Fen’s 
information about thinning the ink with kerosene. 

Late^ as they are trying to carry the leaflets-- 
hidden in their clothing-- across the spy-filled 
city, he foolishly greets someone he should not have 
recognized, and they are both stopped for searching. 

To get them out of trouble, Hsiao-Fen hides all the 
leaflets in her clothes and then pretends she’s 
crying about a sick relative. 

The story is deliberately the boyJs: he tells 
it in a consistent reportorial style that includes 
his own feelings but imposes none on Hsiao-Fen. 

’’Though we were the same age,” he reports on page 
one, ”1 always used to think of myself as the older, 
and I wanted her to listen to me.” By page thirty, 
however, his experiences have transformed that view: 
"Suddenly I began to feel that Hsiao-Fen was really 
the older of us. Certainly she understood things 
better than I.” He admires her for her brains, her 
wit and her courage. 

The books our children read also provide instruc- 
tion in sexually-ascribed social roles and in the 
sexual basis of power relationships. Many stories 
focus on children’s relationships, and significantly, 
in most U.S. primers, brothers are older (and wiser) 
than sisters. 

In our children’s books women are mommies and 
mommies do not work. If women appear rarely as 
workers, it is in stereotyped white-collar jobs — 
receptionist, telephone operator, secretary. Mostly, 
their ’’career” is marriage, and that lesson is 
taught early. 

Clearly, we need new books. The Chinese ones 
offer some helpful models--women are doctors, lawyers 
and factory workers. But we can also work out our 
own models. We can tell our daughters and sons 
about our own lives and the lives of women we’ve 
known or are beginning to learn about. Let’s write 
primers that will liberate our children. 

* ★ ★ 

These books are available th-rough China Books 
and Periodicals, 2929 24th St. , San Francisco, Cal., 
94110. They were published by the Foreign Language 
•Press of the People's Republic of China, during the 
the early 1960’s. They are attractively 

and inexpensively produced in paper cover- 
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POLAROID SHOOTS BLACK IN SOUTH AFRICA: 

BLACK CAUCUS CALLS BOYCOTT 

LIBERATION News Service 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass * (LNS) --The Polaroid Corpora- 
tion has announced that it will fight South Afri- 
can apartheid by continuing to do business there. 

It rejected the demands of the PWRM (Polaroid Rev- 
olutionary Worker’s Movement) a black worker’s 
caucus within its Cambridge factory who asked 
Polaroid to cut its ties with South Africa and con- 
tribute the profits it has made in that country 
since 1938 to several African liberation movements. 

The company announced in full page advertise- 
ments in newspapers throughout the country that 
while it would stop sales to official government 
agencies, it will continue selling to private 
South Africa companies . Polaroid admitted that 
it has been selling the South African government 
an instant photo ID system which the military uses 
to make ’’passbook" photos of the country’s blacks. 
Since 1960 blacks in South Africa have had to 
carry these pass-books at all times. Although 
Blacks make up 83% of the population, they can’t 
vote, can’t organize trade unions or political 
parties. Skilled jobs are reserved for whites. 

Black people can be deported to rural reserves 
and not allowed back in the cities, or be forced 
to leave their families for government assigned 
work . 

Polaroid also announced plans for an "experi- 
ment" in black education for South Africa. The 
program involves upgrading and training for non- 
white employees who Polaroid finally admits are 
underpaid. The proposal also includes provisions 
for about 500 scholarships for Black African 
students. The total package will cost the company 
an estimated $100,000 per year, Polaroid’s public 
relations campaign about this progressive experi- 
ment cost just about as much, 

Polaroid’s plans were drawn up when it’s four- 
man multi-racial fact-finding team recently returned 
from a ten day trip to South Africa, The trip wa s 
spurred by months of demonstrations and boycotts 
led by the PWRM, The company claims that their 
team spoke to Black Africans who want Polaroid to 
do business in South Africa. 

It is a treasonable offense in South Africa, 
to support any campaign for economic withdrawal of 
foreign firms or sanctions. Anyone found guilty 
of such support is sentenced to death. What 
South African would have been foolish enough to 
suggest economic withdrawal to Polaroid's visit- 
ing team? 

South African labor legislation also makes 
it illegal for any black to occupy a position 
above any white in a company. "Equal opportunity" 
employment" is completely out of the question in 
South Africa, When Polaroid headquarters in 
Cambridge announced that Frank and Hirsch, the 
firm’s South African distributor was an Equal 
Opportunity employer, the distributor had to 
deny it. "I don't know what they were talking 
about," Frank and Hirsch director Berman told the 
Johannesburg Star, "We are governed by the laws of 
the country. Would they allow the existence of 
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such a policy? It is not possible." 

Government controlled "Bantu" education 
specifically and openly trains blacks for in- 
ferior positions. The government says, "There 
is no place for him (the black) in the Euro- 
pean (white) community above the level of cer- 
tain forms of labor." 

Polaroid sales in South Africa amount to 
less than $1.5 million a year out of a worldwide 
sales of about $500 million. However, there are 
300 other U.S. corporations which reap sizeable 
profits in South Africa. Polaroid has economic 
connections with several of them. 

James Killian, chairman of the MIT corpora- 
tion and a director at Polaroid, is on the board of 
directors of GM, GM controls 18% of the auto 
sales in Africa. They hire blacks who work in 
their factories with starting wages of 50 f an 
hour. 

Polaroid deals with two banks--Morgan Trust 
Company of New York and the Chemical Bank. Morgan 
Trust was one of the primary financial supporters 
of South Africa following the Sharpeville massacre 
of 1960 .when nearly 100 black people were gunned 
down at a peaceful demonstration organized to pro- 
test the recently instituted passbook laws. The 
loans floated to South Africa allowed it to pull 
through the economic and political crisis which 
followed the massacre and to become the country 
with the highest profit rate in the world. The 
Chemical Bank has extensive interests in South 
Africa and is already the the target of a UN 
resolution against its pro-apartheid advertising. 

When Edwin Land, the brain behind Polaroid 
and chairman of its Board of Directors, says that 
he doesn't want to be pushed around by a group 
like the PWRM, he speaks for a whole community of 
corporate and financial interests. "I know one 
thing," said Land, "If we at this moment, cut off 
all our business in South Africa, then the news- 
papers will be full of the vast Polaroid Revo- 
lutionary Movement .. .We would have a series of 
new demands, and there is no doubt that the manage- 
ment would not meet them.. .The world is watching 
us right now. Other companies are saying that 
if Polaroid can’t make the grade, none of us can," 

The Polaroid Worker’s Revolutionary Movement 
has called for an international boycott of Polaroid 
products unti 1 the company pulls out of South Africa. 

-30- 

***************************************** 

"POWER’S ANYWHERE WHERE THERE’S PEOPLE" 

FRED HAMPTON SPEAKS 

CHICAGO, 111 . (LNS) --Three speeches of the 
slain Black Panther leader, Fred Hampton, are now 
available in a booklet published by the People's 
Information Center in Chicago. Send $1 to PIC, 

2154 N. Halsted St., Chicago, 111 . 60614. Pro- 

ceeds go to defense of political prisoners and 
to the Black Panther Party. 


******************************************** 


****** 
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RADICAL MEDIA BULLETIN BOARD -- AN INTERNAL NEWSLETTER FOR THE SUBSCRIBERS TO LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 


From: Mad Funk Collective, P.O. Box 3433, 

The Mad Funk Collective, Youth International 
Party, is putting together a comic book called 
SOUTHWEST FUNNIES based on social/cultural/ 
political absurdities of the southwest [Texas, New 
Mexico, Arizona), We'd like lllustrators/noets/ 
writers in the area to contribute items about 
their areas, using visionary propaganda with a 
backdrop of southwest scenery (cactus, oil, 
Chicanos, peyote, Indians, border patrol, freaks, 
military installations, cowboys, capitalism, etc,) 
We may be able to include a regional Movement 
Organizations listing, Who knows? 

All ideas and contributions welcome- Printing 
and distribution will be Movement* Keep in mind 
that POLITICAL PROPAGANDA COMES OUT OF THE BARREL 
OF A RAPIDOGRAPH* 

Love, power and victory 

* + yr 

From: The 01 eo Strut, 101 Avenue D, Kileen, 

Texas 76541 

The Oleo Strut is the oldest of the GI 
coffeehouses in the country* Located in Kileen, 
Texas, it has survived while projects in much 
less hostile areas have folded. Now the Strut 
reports that it, too, will follow the fate of 
Mad Anthony 1 s, The Fort Dix Coffeehouse, the UFO 
and the Fort Knox Coffeehouse unless it gets 
help now. Unless the people help* 

Organizing at Fort Hood has centered around 
the Strut for over two years now, but recently 
the 'situation has gotten worse* Although the 
staff has had two issues of the base paper, 

FATIGUE PRESS, ready to go, neither has been 
printed, because of lack of money. Then the tax 
man came and ordered the cofreehouse staff to 
produce the books, It took the entire staff almost 
a month to put together the coffeehouse .records 
and begin to raise the tax money, but during that 
time all GI work had to be cut back and some of 
the staff members had to look for jobs in the 
Kileen area. While a few did find them, they 
were fired as soon as the basses found out who 
thev were. Furthermore, there are often more 
important things to do than slave for the State of 
Texas on a road construction gang for $1.60 an 
hour. 

In a recent appeal entitled "Support Out 
Soldiers," the Oleo Strut wrote. 

"As a project, our primary function is to do 
any and everything possible to aid, support, and 
help build the GI and military dependents' 
movement. But we’re broke 

"Here's a sample or oux monthiv budget; 


Rent on Strut 

$200 00 

Rent on house 

85.00 

Telephone 

150,00 

Strut Utilities 

150.00 

House utilities 

40,00 

Food for staff 

150.00 

Strut supplies 

40*00 


crisis* As the war and racism continue, the 
GI movement grows, but we don't* A tremendous 
amount of energy that should be going into the 
movement is forced into financial questions. This is 
why it is so important to us for people to 
commit themselves as monthly sustainers to the 
proj ect * " 

A monthly sustainer is asked to contribute at 
least $5*00 per month to the Oleo Strut. In 
return the Strut offers a subscription to the 
FATIGUE PRESS and anv other material that is put 
out by the project. People can become sustainers 
by sending to the Oleo Strut. 

•x T. * 

From: Red River Community Service, P.O. Box 1712, 

Wichita Falls, Tex. 76307 

That article reprinted from the Tribe 
tLNS #305 RMBB) on the Panthers controlling the 
movement was shit, the one about whites have a 
white vanguard, blacks a black vanguard. The 
Panthers lead the revolution (and there is one 
revolution), not because thev give orders, but 
because of their heroic practice, their material 
armed defense of the revolution* Thev asked whites, 
not to take orders unquestioned -- that's old 
red-baiting shit put in "radical form" -- but to 
emulate a practice that was succeeding in a way un- 
precedented in U.S. history. There is nothing wrong 
in becoming radical or revolutionary from the 
white middle class, but the social leadership 
will naturally come from the most oppressed. 

Man, every hedging anti- communist leftist paper in 
the country will pick up on that bullshit article 
and run it to show how "democratic" they are -- 
i*e. scared of the real revolution. Make up your 
minds , 

*• * * 

From. Procter Lippincott, 103 West 105th St., 

Apt. 2-E, New York, N.Y. 10025 

A regional music conference is being planned 
for Nashville, Tenn f , to be held in April of this 
year* The focus will be on the nature of the music 
industry, with particular emphasis on rock, its 
roots, and the so-called "counterculture." To 
stimulate discussion, a series of memos are being 
written to expose and elucidate particular aspects 
of the music industry and its relationship to 
capitalist society* Memos are now being worked 
on which deal with sexism and rock, racism and 
rock, youth market and rock and the role that rock 
festivals have played in providing both a vehicle 
for youth participation and an exploitable situation 
for "hip" entrepreneurs* 

Planners of the conference are anxious to bring 
a variety ot personal experiences to bear on these 
and related topics. Anyone interested in sharing 
any experiences and/or particular perspectives 
should submit them in writing. For the sake of 
usefulness to the conference, contributions should 
not exceed 5-8 pages and can be as short as you 
like . 


Auto expenses 75.00 

The Fatigue Press 200 00 

TOTAL Ixi 0.00 

"We also have constant legal hills, and 
majoT repairs which often go into the hundreds - 
We find ourselves in an aimost constant financial 

>aae t ' ' LIBERATION News Service 


From: San Francisco Women's Media Group, 225 

Corbett St., San Francisco, CA 94114 
Dear Sisters, 

We're a group of women who have come together 
to make radio tapes that express our experiences 

as women in a world that is controlled bv men. 
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to sell products. Includes excerpts of Beula 
Richardson’s ”A Black Woman Sneaks of White 
Womanhood 

4. And It's Real: Abortion in the United States 

and Cuba (15 minutes) 

5, And That’s What Little Girls Are Made Of 
(30 minutes) 

Theme is the socialization that urograms a girl- 
child into a ’’normal,” ’’truly feminine,” "well- 
adjusted” woman; that is, a passive, supportive, 
selfless, not-too bright accessory waiting for 
Prince Charming, Includes discussions among 
children, nursery rhymes, a reverse fairy tale. 

Tanes are also available through: Radio Free People, 
133 Mercer St., N.Y., N. Y. Price is $4.00 plus 
postage. If money is a hassle, let us know. 

* * ★ 

From: Judy Reed, Sec. of Harambee, Box 2202, 

Madison College, Harrisonburg, Va. 22801 

Activist actress Jane Fonda will speak at 
Madison College on Feb. 15. Miss Fonda agreed to 
appear in an effort to help a student group 
raise funds for the Virginia Chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union. She will discuss 
G.I. rights, the war in Vietnam, and the oppression 
of the American Indian. 

Miss Fonda’s appearance is being sponsored 
by Harambee, a compus organization. On the 
program with her will be ACLU attorneys Philip J. 
Hirschkop and John C, Lowe. Mr. Hirschkop, of 
Alexandria, * is a member of the Virginia and 
National ACLU Board of Directors and is Chairman 
of the Virginia Legal Panel. He has been a 
leader in the ACLU’s drive to achieve reform in 
Virginia’s nrisons . 

Mr. Lowe, of Charlottesville, is the ACLU 
attorney who is defending the Madison students 
involved in last spring’s demonstations at the 
college . 

Ticket information can be obtained by writing 
to the above address. Admission is $1.25 per 
person, and the ticket sales will be limited. 

* * * 


Our tapes are collages which project the thoughts 
and feelings and experiences of women, the tapes 
combine poetry by women, music by women, dis- 
cussions by women and children, news items of 
importance to women, and skits written by women. 

By discovering and passing on information of the 
various successful projects (such as child care 
centers and health clinics) that women have 
initiated, we are trying to get in touch with 
the strenght of our own creativity. Finally, 
since we’ve experienced such agonv trying to 
develop our technical and mechanical skills in 
an almost exclusively male activity, we want to 
spread our skills and knowledge. 

Some of us have come out of the male left, 
but for manv of us Women’s Liberation has been 
our first political activity. Some of us are 
housewives raising children, some of us work in 
offices and schools, others scrounge as best we 
can. We are straight and gay, married and 
single, ranging in age from 22 to 40. 

Making the tapes has been a fantastic 
growing experience for all of us. We feel like 
we’ve started unlocking the boxes of isolation 
we’ve been in all our lives. We’ve found that 
we can be creative and imaginative and that we 
have much to say 0 The process of creating the 
tapes is giving us a new sense of self. 

We’re distributing our tapes to radio 
stations, small groups, and classrooms. We 
also plan to play them at laundromats, doctors’ 
offices, and other places where women gather 
(either willingly or unwillingly), (When we 
contact radio stations, we make it very clear that 
there is to be NO EDITING of the tanes.) 

We hope that you will find our tapes express 
your needs and experiences as well as they do 
ours, and that they help vou in reaching out to 
other women. Because we strongly feel that our 
tapes should be the expression of women’s lives, 
we very much want to hear your criticism and 
suggestions. We’d also like you to send us 
your newsletters and bulletins and any tapes 
you’re making. 

Sisterhood is powerful! 

P.S. We’re poor and need money to buy equipment 
which will cost at least $3,000, All donations 
and suggestions for fund raising welcome! 

LIST OF TAPES 

1. I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel To Be Free 
(30 minutes) 

Includes history of struggle with S.F. Chronicle; 
discussion of how women have to fake orgasm; 

Witch Manifesto. ”A witch lives and laughs in 
every woman. She is the free part of each of us, 
beneath the shy smiles, the acquiescence to 
absurd male domination.. 

2. I’m a Woman (30 minutes) 

Includes selection from talk about how small 
groups relate to women’s lives, both personally 
and politically, ”We begin to understand why 
we feel unimportant, ugly, inadequate, unin- 
telligent, unloved, unwanted, unexciting, 
crazy. . .” 

3. I’m a Female and I’m Proud (30 minutes) 

Deals with male supremacy from religion to 
fraternities to rapes in Vietnam: shows how 

business and advertising create a totally 
unrealistic picture of women and our needs and 

then use the anxieties created bv this image 
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From: Women’s Rights Law Reporter, 180 University 

Avenue, Newark, New Jersey 07102 
Dear LNS : 

We were happy to see our letter in RMBB — 
but hope you can follow with our name, address 
and fact that our first issue costs $1.00. 

People should write to us for it . Like the rest 
of you we can’t exist without orders and don’t 
want to exist without readers. 

P.S. Women’s Bail Fund story in this packet and 
paragraph some time ago on a women’s suit 
against birth control company is what we want 
to hear about. 

* * * 

END OF RMBB FOR TODAY 


EXTRA! EXTRA! almost forgot -- 
FROM LNS: Please everybody, don’t make phony 

credit card calls to LNS. The phone company 
keens hassling us and may at some point decide 
that we are not a reputable business because 
we get so many larcenous telephone calls. 

Alas, we cannot get along yet without Pa Bell. 

THE END 

dan 23, 1971 . . .more . . . 


" ALTHOUGH YOU FEED THE AFFLUENT SOCIETY -- 
IT STARVES YOU" 

CORETTA KING SPEAKS TO UNITED FARM WORKERS 
LIBERATION News Service 

SALINAS, CA. (LNS) -- Coretta King recently 
addressed a crowd of 2,000 farmworkers from the 
United Farm Workers Organizing Committee (UFWOC) 
and their supporters. She spoke to the group 
after visiting Cesar Chavez in jail. Chavez 
was jailed on Dec. 4 for an indeterminate term 
when he refused to call off the current lettuce 
boycott. He has since been released pending a 
hearing on whether or not the injunction against 
him violated his constitutional rights. (The 
injunction prohibited picketing and other infoYma-' 
tional activities against Bud Antle, the powerful 
lettuce grower who refeses to negotiate with the 
UFWOC) . The following excerpts from Coretta 
King's address were originally published in El 
Malcriado, UFWOC* s newspaper. 

* * * 

As I was preparing to leave my home in the 
east, the President of the United States was 
involved in a unique ceremony. He was publically 
celebrating the reaching of the trillion dollars 
mark in the annual output of American goods and 
services. The trillion dollars is a lot of 
money -- one thousand billion dollars -- so much 
it is hard to understand. But what is easy to 
understand is that even with such fabulous wealth 
there is poverty in this country. 

A trillion dollar economy takes care very 
handsomely of the people at the top. It takes 
care generously of the people near the top. It 
rewards people in the middle, but it starves 
and brutalizes people at the bottom. The weight 
of all that wealth is like a mountain crushing 
millions who are below it and especially those 
poor who are black, brown and red. 

We live in a day when great unions are insti- 
tutionalized in the structure of our society. 

This means in ordinary terms that the long- 
established unions no longer have to fight to 
survive. Yet your union, in this day, fights to 
live. Those who control the billion dollar 
economy have said blacks and chicanos do not have 
the right to a decent life or to human dignity. 

They must live on the crumbs from the tables 
groaning with food.... 

There are allies among the Americans of 
good will, black, brown, and white, who are 
ashamed of poverty in a trillion dollar economy. 
That is why your boycotts have succeeded. While 
some Americans are willing to forget the poor 
and if necessary suppress them with violence and 
brutality, there are still manv Americans who 
cannot live with the immorality of inequality.... 

They would not eat grapes when grapes 
became a symbol of oppression and they will not 
eat lettuce, now that it has become tainted with 
injustice . 

They cannot be complacent about the brutal 
fact that though you feed the affluent society, 
it starves you. . . . 
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Social progress has always come when the 
people on the bottom, who in organized strength 
and from the foundation shook the whole structure. 
Social change does not come from voluntary good 
will and charity from the top. It comes from 
motion at the bottom. 

Black people and brown people are herded at 
the bottom and told to be quiet and to wait for 
slow change. But change has never come to us in 
waiting. Waiting has multiplied the profits of the 
rich, but it deadens and depresses those below. 

We are tens of millions strong, and waiting 
not onlv offends our dignitv, but leaves us in 
deprivation* We know our own historv, waiting 
and patience have resulted in economic exploitation 
and racial abuse, and finallv together, we have 
said there is an end to waiting. 

We are not enemies of the nation, but we are 
treated as if we were connuered and enslaved. We 
have fed and clothed the nation by our sweat and 
toil, but our share in its goods is the share of 
prisoners . 

I know we will win our common fight because 
we are more united and have more mutual respect 
than ever in our history and because in mass ranks, 
we are moving forward. 

I hope as we look for allies, we will give 
special attention to women. First of all most 
women in this country, like non -whites, are not 
eoual. They can understand our profound need 
for freedom and equality. They also have special 
power to make a boycott punishing for the ex- 
ploiters. It is they who buy lettuce and when 
lettuce becomes the symbol of inequality and 
oppression, women will know that they, too, have 
a stake in our struggle. 

I do not have to read books or stimulate my 
imagination to understand how grueling it is to 
work in a sun baked field all dav. I was born on 
the land in rural Alabama and worked in the cotton 
fields. Although my family owned the land, the 
system was organized to keen the earning from 
cotton too low to maintain an adequate subsistence.. 

So I know that among your children are 
undiscovered, undeveloped people of talent. Your 
union, the farm workers union, is a hero union. 

You are saying there are no lowly people, there 
are only people who are forced down. 

If this nation can produce a trillion dollars 
every year, it is a disgrace that some people 
should be haunted bv hunger and hounded bv racism. 
The President of the United States should not gloat 
and take pride in a trillion dollar economy. He 
should be ashamed and mortified to acknowledge 
that abundance exists while the system producing it 
still cheats the poor. 

His days should be restless until the crime 
and violence of poverty is rooted out of the land 
rich beyond imagination. While the President 
stands before the flashing lights of the computer 
that says a trillion dollars, we stand before a 
dark jail that says oppression. America cannot 
be both . 
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THE OIL RUSH IN SOUTH EAST ASIA 
by Jacques Decomoy 
LIBERATION News Service 

[Editor's Note: Jacque Decomoy is South 

East Asia correspondent for Le Monde. This article 
came to LNS from Pacific News Service which distrib- 
utes articles on South East Asia.] 

PARIS, France (LNS) --The Saigon government has 
recently passed a law granting foreign companies 
permits for oil exploration off the South Vietnam- 
ese coast. 

In 1969 ten American companies undertook ex- 
ploratory work there. Their research must have 
proved fruitful, because six other American com- 
panies, two Japanese, and one Canadian firm, have 
joined the list of the "pioneer" enterprises. A 
meeting of the businessmen concerned is due to 
take place February in Saigon. 

The companies have already begun to invest, 
even though President Nixon is using the slogan of 
" vietnamization. " Have the oil-companies perhaps 
received some solid assurances from Washington con- 
cerning the United States' willingness to "hold" 
Indochina, and South Vietnam in particular? In 
view of such haste, one is tempted to think so, 
Vietnam is not the only comtry involved. Four 
months after the intervention of American troops 
in Cambodia, Cambodian-Thai negotiations aimed at 
reducing economic barriers between the two neigh- 
bors took place in Bangkok. The negotiators ex- 
amined the possibilities of establishing a common 
program of prospecting for all. Obviously the two 
countries cannot cooperate without the help of firms 
with modem technology and large capital formations. 

On November 11, 1969, the U.S. Ambassador to 
Thailand, Mr. Unger, made an important declaration 
before a Senatorial commission: 

There is one very* very large development 
that may take place . Nobody knows at this point 
whether it will prove out or not . That is oil 
exploration that ie going on in the Gulf of Thai- 
land. It is going on actually not only from Thai- 
land * but also from Malaysia * Indonesia * and so 
on * but it is very important in the case of Thai- 
land* and there are now six companies * five of them 
American * that are now carrying out explorations 
and presumably with some pretty good hope of find- 
ing something there. Now * if that develops * it 
of course will be a very major additional American 
investment in the country . 

Fortune wrote in March, 1970 that Tenneco, 
Standard Oil of California, and British Petroleum 
each has invested two million dollars in explora- 
tory research. Fortune added: 

. . .technicians from the U.S,* Japan* Taiwan * 
and South Korea have been conducting physical sur- 
veys in the East China and Yellow Seas . The re- 
sults* according to an ECAFE report * indicated 
that the shallow sea floor between Taiwan and 
Japan might contain one of the most prolific oil 
and gas reservoirs in the world * possibly comparing 
favorably to the Persian Gulf area . 

The oil of this region interests the ecology- 
conscious U.S. and Japanese firms because it has 
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a very low sulfur content. But it is above all 
the abundance of oil hoped for which interests 
the American companies taking part in the explor- 
ation, and for which they intend to prospect through- 
out the huge stretch reaching from South Korea to 
the Gulf of Thailand. Vast territories have been 
alloted to them in the entire Indonesian archi- 
pelago, off the shores of the Malaysian mainland 
and north of Borneo. Mr. Joachim Joesten wrote 
in Weltwoche, a German newsweekly, last May 22L 

9 Compared to the South East Asian offshore 
deposits ' said a top oil company official * 'those 
of Louisiana are like a postage stamp on the back 
of an elephant. ' U.S. geologist James Gauntt * 
veteran of fifteen years of searching the South 
China Sea* thinks that in five years the offshore 
oil fields of Thailand* Cambodia * Malaysia* South 
Vietnam and Indonesia will be ready to produce 
four-hundred million barrels a day — or more than 
is now produced in the entire western world. From 
this viewpoint* the American effort in Indochina * 
so little understood in the world and even in the 
United States * begins to make more sense. Like 
his predecessor Lyndon Johnson* President Nixon is 
closely tied to the oil business . 
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FLORIDA JUDGES GEAR UP FOR SH00T0UTS; 

"RADAR" JOINS NATION'S COURTHOUSE GUARDS 

LIBERATION News Service 

MIAMI, Fla. (LNS) -- "If as a last resort they 
get me," says Florida Circuit Court Judge Trowbridge, 
"I'm going to have a fighting chance to protect > 
myself or take one of them with me." 

Trowbridge explains that last August's San 
Rafael California shootout which led to murder 
charges against Angela Davis and Ruchell Magee, 
convinced him to strap a 25-caliber pistol under 
his judicial robes when he presides over a 
criminal trial. 

Another Florida judge told the New York Times 
recently that he carries a pistol between home and 
office. "I'Ve probably given more death sentences 
than any other judge in Florida, and I don't want 
to end up like that poor fellow in San Rafael." 

Throughout the country, where once only the 
blind-folded statue of justice guarded the steps 
to the courts, metal scanners now are stationed to 
detect weapons on those entering, armed policemen 
search briefcase for bombs, closed-circuit tele- 
viaon cameras sweep the marble corridors, and 
many judges go to court with guns concealed under 
their robes. 

The Marin County Civic Center at San Rafael, 
scene of the August shoot-out, has become an armed 
fortress. Everyone is searched at each of the four 
entrances. Lawyers briefcases are opened, and 
women's purses are examined. Judges and clerks 
regularly wear guns and metal detection devices 
check to see no one else does. Marin County just 
unveiled plans to spend $300,000 on additional sec- 
urity measures to protect the building during dem- 
onstrations in support of Angela and Ruchell. 

The center used to be open at night so people 
could use the building for meetings. Now everything 
shuts down at five. Aaron Greeq one of the building's 
architects remarked, "We are coming to a police state." 
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH SUPPORTS KY'S REGIME 


your informant is in reality disasterous; there 
are four parties involved in the war, and the 
by Jacques Decomoy Holy Father to only one of them." 


LIBERATION News Service 

PARIS, France (LNS) --In recent months Ngo Cong 
Due has emerged as one of the most important lead- 
ers of the growing non-communist opposition to the 
Thieu-Ky regime in South Vietnam. Due is a wealthy 
36 year old landlord from the Delta province of 
Vinh Binh. He was elected to the National Assembly 
in 1967 on an anti-Viet Cong platform and is an 
editor of Tin Sang, Saigon's most widely circulated 
newspaper . 

This September he attracted world attention 
when he released a statement in Paris which was 
outspokenly critical of the South Vietnamese Gov- 
ernment and the American war effort in Indochina. 
Just recently a Vatican source made it possible 
for me to see part of an important document, "A 
Letter From Vietnamese Christians to His Holiness 
Paul VI" which was written by Due who is a Catholic. 
He submitted it to Pope Paul last August in an at- 
tempt to fully inform the Holy See of the situation 
in South Vietnam. 

The text of Due's letter reads, "The Americans 
have brought us (the Vietnamese) a new 'civiliza- 
tion, ' that of the dollar. . .with dollars every- 
thing is possible. Dollars can even open up the 
gates of heaven in Vietnam. .According to American 
statisitics, one Vietnamese woman out of four is 
a prostitute. . .the war has become a war of genocide. 
It strikes at the roots of an entire peoples ' most 
basic values." In carrying out their policy, the 
letter continues, Americans lean heavily on "the 
ruling class of the regime and part of the Catho- 
lic hierarchy. Clergy and laymen who dare to 
speak seriously about peace are slandered. The 
Pope himself is accused of keeping undesirable com- 
pany and of listening to bad advice." 

The author of the letter claims that the 
Vietnamese Church is afraid of peace because peace 
would sweep away the scandalous privileges it en- 
joys. "Indeed, despite the war and widespread 
poverty, certain religious authorities live like 
princes". . .and "have bound the fate of the Church 
of Christ to that of a corrupt regime . , .Young girls 
are kidnapped in Saigon during broad daylight. 
Leading newspapers have already protested vehem- 
ently against the trade in young girls .. .Every- 
thing can be bought. The weekly Thang Thien edited 
by Reverend Phan Van Tham, has revealed that five 
candidates nominated and backed by Catholics of 
the Phu-Binh deaconate had to pay the local priests 
one million piastres. (The letter refers here to 
a fraud during the recent municipal elections) 

One million piastres can buy a draft exemption. 
Fifty thousand can buy a tour of duty in a less 
dangerous area. It is the poor who die." 

Due asks why the Church has remained silent 
and made no statements after the My Lai Massacre, 
after the exposure of the tiger cages on Con Son 
or in support of the students and disabled veterans 
who have "refused to live like animals and slaves" 


To date, the Pope has made no acknowledge- 
ment of Due's letter. -30- , ... 
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"THE RATIONAL COMMITMENT TO SELL MYSELF TO SUBSIST:" 

A WOMAN WRITES FROM THE HOUSE OF D 

LIBERATION News Service 

[Editor’s note: See packets #307, #310 for back- 

ground on new New York City Women’s Center] 

NEW YORK (LNS)— Twenty New York City women 
were recently arrested when they tried to protect 
their newly liberated Women* 8 Center on E . Sth St * 

In Jail they were separated from other prisoners 
and could only communicated with them by writing 
on scraps of paper * The following is a tetter 
written to them by a sister inmate . 

Dear Sisters! 

If I, a mother of five children, didn’t need 
money badly enough and had enough welfare money, 

I wouldn’t have had this dumb pignap on loitering 
for prostitution in a madam’s house. 

I wasn’t forced to do anything. I chose it 
and must suffer the consequences for the rational 
commitment to sell myself to subsist on ADC (Aid 
to Dependent Children, a welfare program) money. 

When a good person tries too hard they get 
fucked in more ways than one. I have never been 
in trouble but now I am. This jungle police de- 
partment is just as crazy as I am. There’s the 
catch, Catch-22. 

-30- 

************************** ******* ***************** 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT ISSUES NEW ’’CRIME” GRANTS 
LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D .C . (LNS) --The Justice Department’s 
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA) 
has just issued grants totalling 70 million dollars 
in order to ’’eradicate” the rising rate of ’’crime” 
in the U*S. 

San Jose-Santa Clara County, California; 

Dayton -Montgomery County, Ohio; and Charlotte- 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina will each re- 
ceive $500,000 ”as test cities for new technology 
and far-ranging criminal justice improvements 
and experimentation.” 

$1.5 million of the total will be used to 
aid ’’American Indian Law Enforcement” by equipping 
reservation police with ”basic criminal justice 
equipment , criminal justice personnel, and better 
records systems for police.” 

The other $68 million will be given to police 
departments all over the country to buy new e- 
quipment to hire psychiatric aides, bomb disposal 
experts, research experts and systems analysts. 


The letter then makes a reference to U.S. 
Ambassador to the Vatican, Henry Cabot Lodge, who 
was formerly U,S- Ambassador to South Vietnam. 

’’The prese nce in the Vatican of Mr. Cabot Lodge as 

— ^ V T _ 
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LAOS (Part 1) 

LIBERATION News Service 

[Editor* s note: During last August, there were 

reports that United States troops were massed on 
the border between South Vietnam and Laos, and 
there was talk that cleaning out Laotian 
"sanctuaries" was the logical next step, after 
Cambodia, for American forces. At the same 
time, preliminary peace talks between the Pathet 
Lao and the Vientiane government were beginning, 
and the Pathet Lao charged that U.S. -sponsored 
border raids by the South Vietnamese army were 
endangering the peace talks . 

It is too early to say whether these troop 
concentrations foretell an invasion of Laos, 
an attempt to foil the Laotian peace talks, or 
simply an attempt to strengthen the hand of the 
Vientiane government in those talks. 

This article from the Committee of Concerned 
Asian Scholars gives the background to develop- 
ments in Laos and the U.S. participation in the 
war there. A second article will discuss the 
escalation of the war in Laos since 1968.] 

★ * * 

The Pathet Lao was formed in 1950 as an anti- 
colonial movement in Laos, allied with the Viet 
Minh in Vietnam, during the struggle against 
French colonialism. It was founded by a Laotian 
prince, Souphanoiivong, and soon won a significant 
following. By the time of the Geneva conference 
in 1954, which arranged for the withdrawal of 
France from its colonies in Indochina, the 
Pathet Lao was much stronger politically and 
militarily than the French- sponsored Royal Lao 
Government (RLG) . 

The Geneva agreements, which recognized the 
RLG headed by Prince Souvanna Phouma, provided 
for the independence and neutralization of Laos, 
the withdrawal of foreign military personnel, 
and the regroupment of Pathet Lao forces in the 
two northern provinces of Laos pending the holding 
of elections and their integration into a national 
government . 

The United States, however, while searching 
for the most strongly anti-communist leaders they 
could find, began to pour "aid" money into Laos 
to finance the building of the Royal Laotian 
Army. This army was never meant to be a serious 
fighting force, but rather a "trip wire" which 
would dramatize communist encroachment and thus 
justify U.S. intervention , 

To train the army, they installed military 
advisers who wore civilian clothes, since under 
the Geneva agreements no foreign military per- 
sonnel were allowed in Laos. To finance the army, 
the U.S. introduced a large-scale commodity im- 
port program; Laos now imports forty times as 
much as it exports, the difference being made 
up by U.S. aid. 

The result of this massive import program 
was corruption among the Lao elite and a major 
black-market business in the aid commodities, 
many of which did not even enter the country before 
being resold in Thailand or elsewhere. The 


fact that the RLG was almost totally dependent 
on American aid meant that it did not have to 
rely on its own subjects for support, and the 
rural population, which did not benefit from 
luxury imports, became alienated from the wealthy 
and corrupt elite in Vientiane. 

This total dependence on American aid also 
meant that the U.S. could overthrow governments 
merely by holding up the aid payments until a 
government to their liking was in place -- a 
power which they have exercised several times. In 
1957, Souvanna Phouma, head of the neutralist 
faction which at that time stood the best chance 
of unifying the country and reconciling the various 
groups, made an agreement for a coalition government 
with the Pathet Lao . 

Following this agreement, an election in 1958 
(widely admitted to be the only free election 
ever held in Laos) resulted in the election of Pathet 
Lao representatives to nine seats in the National 
Assembly and their allies to another four, out 
of a total of 21 seats at stake in that election. 

At this point, before a general election could 
be held, the United States held up its monthly 
aid check and forced a parliamentary crisis which 
led to the resignation of Souvanna Phouma and the 
exclusion from the cabinet of the two Pathet 
Lao ministers that had been named to it. 

A military coup restored Souvanna Phouma 
to power in 1960, after two years of rule by U.S.- 
supported right-wing factions; but when he again 
tried to form a coalition with the Pathet Lao, 
the U.S. again suspended its monthly payment to 
the Laotian armv. 

Shortly afterward, a rightist general who 
was receiving CIA and Pentagon support overthrew 
the neutralist leader, Souvanna Phouma, and full 
civil war broke out in the country. The combined 
neutralist and. Pathet Loa forces were so success- 
ful during this campaign that the new Kennedy 
administration had to reconsider American policy. 

By refusing to permit a coalition with the Pathet 
Lao, the U.S. had forced the neutralists into 
alliance with the Pathet Lao against the U.S., and 
the policy threatened to end in a total military 
and political defeat. 

At this point, all participants agreed to 
sit down to negotiate at Geneva, and although 
fighting continued during the year-long conference, 
agreement was eventually reached on a new 
coalition government, including rightists, neu- 
tralists, and Pathet Lao. 

The battlefield defeats of 1961 and 1962, 
and the Geneva agreements on Laos marked a new 
phase in American policy toward that country. 

On the one hand the U.S. stopped objecting to 
a nominally neutralist coalition government with 
Pathet Lao participation and subscribed to the 
Geneva formula of a tripartite coalition. In fact, 
however, President Kennedy approved Aver ell 
Harriman * s suggestion that "we must be sure the 
break comes between the communists and neutralists.* 1 

The break came in April 1963, when two of the 
Pathet Lao ministers left Vientiane after two of 
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their allies in the government were assassinated 
by the rightist-controlled police force. Con- 
tending they were not safe in the capital, the 
two ministers returned to the area which had 
been assigned to Pathet Lao control by the 1962 
agreements . 

Polarization . In 1964, the police chief 
staged a right-wing coup against Souvanna Phouma, 
and the U„S. again used its financial power, 
this time to restore Souvanna’ s office f 
Souvanna was forced* however, to form a new 
government excluding the Pathet Lao, and to 
acquiesce in U.S* bombing of Laotian territory * 

This bombing, under the euphemistic label of 
’’armed reconnaisance missions,” began in May 
1964, two months before the Gulf of Tonkin 
incident provided an excuse for bombing North 
Vietnam, 

Although the official rationale fox the 
bombings was that they were directed against 
North Vietnamese infiltration into South Vietnam 
along the Laotian stretch of the ”Ho Chi Minh 
trails,” in fact the targets also included the 
main Pathet Lao bases in the Plain of Jars and 
northeastern Laos, hundreds of miles from the 
supply routes to South Vietnam e 

Thus U.So policy had changed only to the 
extent of supporting a nominally neutralist 
government, but not to the extent of permitting 
real participation by the Pathet Lao in the 
government, which, considering their wide popu- 
lar support and military power, was the only 
alternative to civil war. One important effect 
of the American policy was to destroy the ’’neutral- 
ist” faction as a third force in Laos, for 
Souvanna Phouma’s approval of the American bomb- 
ing drove another groups of neutralists into the 
arms of the Pathet Lao, so that the country 
was polarized between the American-sponsored 
government in Vientiane and the Pathet Lao with 
their sympathizers 0 

Another new development in American policy 
after 1961 was the CIA’s creation of the ’’Secret 
Army” under General Vang Pao, This was apparent- 
ly the result of the utter incompetence of the 
Royal Laotian Army which the U,S, had originally 
financed, an incompetence charitably ascribed to 
Buddhist pacifism or uncharitably blamed on 
apathy and corruption - 

Therefore the CIA created another fighting 
force in Laos, which was only nominally undei 
RLG command and was actually fed, equipped; paid, 
advised, and transported by the CIA, The ’’Secret 
Army” is best know fox its Meo tribesmen soldiers, 
who were particularly useful m defending 
mountain-top posts behind Pathet Lao lines used 
by the Americans for radar stations guiding 
bombers to their destination in North Vietnam 

This army, however, also includes Thais, 
Chinese, and Burmese. The Americans have intro- 
duced other foreign troops into Laos, on a 
mercenary basis, to assist with the ij.ghc.ing 
There are now about 5,000 Thai troops within 
Laos, some in regular Thai armv units and others 
integrated into Laotian units. The only Chinese 
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in Laos are Nationalist Chinese troops supported 
by the United States. 

North Vietna mese Participation . ’’North 
Vietnamese aggression” has been cited by the 
U.S. government as the excuse for its military 
actions in Laos, as in South Vietnam. This 
argument ignores, in both cases, the substantial 
local forces (NLF in Vietnam, Pathet Lao in Laos) 
which enjoy such wide support that they could 
easily dispense with North Vietnamese aid if they did 
not have to cone with massive American intervention. 
In the case of the Pathet Lao, this wide popular 
support was proved in the elections of 1958, 
when 13 out of 15 candidates put up by the Pathet 
Lao and their allies were elected. At that time 
there was no suggestion that Vietnamese were in 
Laos* It was Souvanna Phouma's government, when it 
was battling U„S. -supported rightist troops in 
1960, that first invited Russian, North Vietnamese, 
and Chinese advisers into Laos. 

The North Vietnamese presence in Laos has 
undoubtedly increased since advisers were first 
sent in 1960, but it Is difficult to determine the 
scope of their particpation in the fighting be- 
cause the United States and the Vientiane govern- 
ment tend to label all their opponents ’’North 
Vietnamese,” regardless of nationality. 

The Royal Laotian Army has on several occasions 
tried to cover up its incompetence by charging 
North Vietnamese and Chinese Communist invasion, 
when investigation proved its opponents were only 
other Laotians, Observers on the scene in Laos 
openly scoffed when President Nixon claimed last 
March 6 that 67,000 North Vietnamese troops were 
fighting in Laos; it was pointed out that only a 
few days earlier the 0 o So Embassy in Laos had 
given a figure of 50,000, Even this figure must be 
weighed against the fact that since 1959 the U.S. 
has captuied only 80 North Vietnamese in Laos, while 
200 Americans are listed as ’’missing or captured” 
there * 
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TUNE IN NEXT WEEK FOR THE SECOND HALF OF THIS PIECE 
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NEW FEMINIST BOOKSTORE LIT LIST 

CHICAGO, 111, (LNS) The Few Feminist 
bookstore has opened in Chicago, For a catalogue 
of books, buttons, stickers, and pamphlets, write 
to the New Feminist Bookstore, 1525 E 0 53rd St., 

Room 503, Chicago, 111. 60615„ 

THIS EXPLOITS WOMEN and THIS AD INSULTS 
WOMEN gummed stickers are available, 12 for a 
quarter 0 
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GENET'S MAY-DAY SPEECH 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNSJ --Jean Genet's May 
Day Speech , given at the New Haven rally to sup- 
port the Panthers May 1, 1970, is now available 
in a booklet with an introduction by Allen Gins- 
berg It you weren't there, you might want to 
check the speech out Order from City Lights 
Bookstore, 261 Columbus M e - ,S ,F, .Calif .94133, for 

$i , And ask f or a Citylights Catalogue. -SO- 
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POLICE FIRE 500 ROUNDS INTO NCCF HOUSE 
LOOKING FOR "STOLEN MEAT" 
by Carolina Media Collective 

LIBERATION News Service 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (LNS)--We visited the 
local NCCF office on Jan. 14, two days after it 
had been attacked by police. The outside of 
the two story house in the slums of Winston-Salem 
were riddled with bullet holes. All the windows 
were broken. The wall beside the door was full 
of holes. The tear gas was still so strong, we 
couldnJt stay more than a minute. 


when we want to." Then they handcuffed Little and 
dragged him away. 

Four NCCF members: Fuller, Cornell, Little, 
and a man named Bishop was convicted on the 
hearing day for being "vulgar, loud, and bois- 
terous," are now in jail. Bishop, serving thirty 
days, is under $100 appeal bond. Fuller's bond is 
$5,000. Cornell's is $6,000, and Little's is $4,000. 
No bondsman will write bond of any amount for the 
Panthers, so that unless cash or property bonds 
in the full amount can be raised, all will remain 
in jail . 

* * * 


The police attack, like others made against 
the Black Panthers and their organizing bureau 
the National Committee to Combat Fascism (NCCF)-, 
was a frame-up from the beginning. An unknown 
person drove a meat truck to the 23rd Street 
9ffice saying that the meat was for the free 
breakfast program. As NCCF members unloaded the 
meat, a community person told them that the meat 
and truck were ripped off. They immediately dumped 
the meat out the back door. 

At that point, 200 police, complete with 
Associated Press photographers and highway patrol- 
men, appeared. They pumped five hundred rounds into 
the house. When the two people inside refused to 
come out, a barrage of tear gas was hurled in. 

Garry Cole, a 15 year old from the community, and 
Grady Fuller of NCCF then surrendered unharmed. 


The Winston-Salem community and the Black Pan- 
ther Party are determined to rebuild the 23rd 
Street office. Brick masons have offered to help 
build an office that will be more secure than the 
old one. Meanwhile, the free breakfast program, 
the day-care center and liberation school, and 
community political education classes are continu- 
ing from the temporary headquarters until the old 
office is rebuilt. 

Send donations for legal defense, for bond, 
and for community programs to the Panthers tempor- 
ary headquarters at 1616 East 23rd St. Or send- 
checks, "payable to the Black Panther Party, c/o 
the Plain Dealer (Carolina's radical paper), PO 
Box 1208, Durham, N.C. 27702. 
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The assault lasted one minute* One cop is quoted 
as saying "We just want to administer justice." 

The official police version released to the 
straight press says that the police were shot at 
first from the NCCF office. Community witnesses 
deny this. The media did not describe or show 
photos of how the police, many of them black, tried 
to keep the community from seeing first-hand’ what 
was happening. They physically held people back 
who quickly gathered near the office. 

NCCF had only been in the 23rd St. office 
since Thanksgiving. Their original office, the 
first NCCF chapter in the South, was gutted by 
fire over Thanksgiving while the Chapter was en 
route to the People's Constitutional Conven- 
tion in Washington, D.C. 

* * * 

One week after the incident, the day Fuller's 
pre-trial hearing was scheduled, 200 police de- 
scended on another Panther house on the same 
street to serve an "eviction order." Julius Cor- 
nell, a local Panther inside the house, saw sni- 
pers in the distance with high-powered rifles. 

The Panthers in the house offered no resistance, 
leaving the house quietly. 

When Cornell crossed the street to talk to 
TV cameramen, two policemen followed him. They 
arrested him on a charge of "larceny of meat" and 
"being an accessory after the fact to larceny of 
meat . " 


A few minutes later, during a court recess, 
police told another NCCF member, Larry Little, 
who was in court with Fuller, that he too was under 
arrest. Panther attorneys reminded the officers 
that they had to serve a warrant on Little in 
order to arrest him. "We will serve the warrant 


********************************„*^^ + ^ #)> ^ 

THE KIDNAPPERS OF JAMES CROSS: 

A SELF- INTERVIEW WITH THE FLQ 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor's Note: After activists of the Front de 
Liberation du Quebec (FLQ) kidnapped British 
Trade Commissioner in Canada James Cross , the 
telephone lines to Montreal's "Hot-line" radio 
programs were jammed with calls from Quebecois 
who supported the aims of the revolutionary ort- 
ganization. 

Then Quebec's Labor Minister , Pierre Laporte 
was kidnapped and later killed . , after the Canadian 
government clamped an iron repression on the country 
by invoking the emergency "War Measures Act , " Pub- 
lic sympathy for the FLQ began to fall sharply off. 

But more recently , friends from Montreal re- 
port j people in Quebec are once more beginning to 
express sympathy with the Front's eloquent mani- 
festo, and they are giving more serious thought 
to the FLQ's origins , program and political role . 

The following are excerpts from a tape recording 
made by four members of the FLQ cell that kidnapped 
Cross. The tape was done shortly before they gave 
Cross up zn exchange for freedom and a flight to 
Cuba . The speakers are only identified as "ABC 
and F. " They talk about what life is like for * 
French-speaking people in Quebec, mi about their 
own development as revolutionaries.) 


' member, Larry Little, B: For me > wh at led to this, my joining the Front 

iller, that he too was under then to undertaking action -- the direct means 
s reminded the officers of changing the government and its institutions -- 

warrant on Little in Was a sort of progressive discovery which came 

will serve the warrant about especially during the last two years when 
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lion units of penicillin, the effective dose for men 
a woman needs twice that much, 

A woman can find out if she is sterile by having 
a salpinogram, a x-ray which will show if her fallo- 
pian tubes are blocked by scar tissue or not. Ster- 
ility is incurable. 

Gonorrhea does not make men sterile, It can, 
however cause fibrous bands in their urethras which 
have to be removed by operation. 

Syphilis is diagnosed by a blood test, or if 
a chancre is present, by looking for syphilis germs 
on pieces of the chancre under a Darkfield Micro- 
scope. Anyone who has gonorrhea should demand a 
test for syphilis also. The treatment for syphilis 
is penicillin. 

Many doctors do not realize that there are pen- 
icillin-resistant strains of VD. After treatment 
you should wait two weeks and then have another 
check-up. If you still have VD, get new medicine or 
a new doctor. 

The VD epidemic could be stopped, and since 
neither gonorrhea or syphilis are crippling until 
their later stages there is no reason why these di- 
seases need be a threat. Yet last year 96 people 
were admitted to mental hospitals in New York City 
from brain damage due to syphilis. 

Why is medical treatment and information about 
VD so hard to get? One reason is that our puritani- 
cal society still sees anything associated with sex- 
ual intercourse as sinful and disgusting, and so it 
pretends that VD does not exist--at least "nice" 
people don’t get it. 

Another reason is that medicine in the IKS. is 
a male-dominated profession. Maybe if men had such 
serious repercussions from gonorrhea as women do-- 
they would use better tests to detect it and accur- 
ate dosages of medicine to cure it. We also need 
more women doctors , 

The real problem, of course, it that the med- 
ical profession is a money-making business and not a 
public service which people have control over. Pre- 
ventive health care (meaning checkups every 
month or so) is necessary to prevent the spread of 
VD and other crippling diseases. Preventive 
medicine makes big money-making operations and 
extended hospitalization unnecessary. 
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WORKERS FIRED FOR WEARING BLACK UNDERWEAR 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) --Thirty-three Black and Spanish- 
speaking workers have recently been fired by Colum- 
bia Presbyterian Medical Center, a Columbia Univer- 
sity-owned hospital in New York City. According to 
the hospital, they were fired for wearing black 
undershirts that showed through their white kitchen 
uniforms . 

The workers * struggle began months ago when the 
hospital administration attempted to destroy the 
growing desire for unionization by separating Black 
from Spanish workers on the job The employees re- 


sponded with a job action, and stopped working 
until they were reunited. 

Then, just before Thanksgiving, the Food 
Services supervisor--noticing that the workers 
were wearing black undershirts to show their 
solidarity- -announced that workers could no 
longer wear colored undershirts that showed 
through at the neck. 

Again, January 15, concerned by the growing 
strength of the food workers, the hospital admin- 
istration fired two workers who were continuing 
to wear black undershirts. Thirty-one other 
workers walked out in support . When the workers 
returned to protest the harassment from the hos- 
pital and the fact that they are being prevented 
from unionizing, they were told, "Go home. You 
don’t work here anymore." 

The workers are continuing to fight the hos- 
pital’s racist policies. Rallies, leaflets, 
and other actions have been planned by the 
community, workers, and students at the Medical 
Center. 

-30- 

****•*■*★*•★***•***★****•*•***★***★***★★★★*****#*★***★ 

ANN ARBOR HOUSES BUSTED FOR DRUGS-- 
BAILS SET AT $7500-$15v,000 

LIBERATION News Service 

ANN ARBOR (LNS) --Police in this "all-Amer- 
ican city" staged a comprehensive and well-planned 
raid Tuesday night, January 19, on several com- 
munes including the headquarters of the Ann Ar- 
bor Argus, the local underground paper. So far 
(apparently more raids are scheduled) sixteen 
people have been busted for either sale or pos- 
session of marijuana and LSD or both. Bails 
are averaging around $7500 but going as high as 
$15,000. 

Warrants were made out on the basis of infor- 
mation supplied by an undercover narc named Terry 
Breney. They came just in the midst of a debate 
within the city council on whether or not to make 
possession a misdemeanor, a measure which, it 
seemed until now, would probably pass. These 
raids seem to be an effort at political pressure 
by police chief Krasny on the city council and 
the mayor, 

A report in the Ann Arbor News, the local 
establishment paper, claimed that a bag of heroin 
(it was in reality organic sea salt) was found 
at the Argus commune, which has continually fought 
smack in the community and in fact has received 
threats from the local Mafia for these efforts. 
Krasny is trying to show that people who smoke 
grass also shoot scag, in the hope of putting pres- 
sure on the city council not to let up on his 
sworn enemy, the street freak community. 

At the Argua house, for example, the police 
handcuffed everybody and took them all down to the 
station only to release without charges all but 
one two hours afterward. Polce cut the hair of 
two men who were busted while they were in jail. 
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which is illegal. Upon returning to the house, 
people found everything upside down, drawers and con- 
tainers spilled out. Missing were cash and checks, 
all the financial records, files, several guns, a 
typewriter, address books, and assorted other stuff. 
The cops claim that people came in off the street 
and ripped the stuff off! Film of the bust was 
confiscated from a Michigan Daily photographer. 

The raids, during which people identified by 
police as "White Panther," were busted, come at 
the beginning of the CIA conspiracy trial, in which 
three leaders of the party, John Sinclair, Pun Pla- 
mondon and Jack Forrest are being framed for conspir- 
acy to bomb the secret CIA office in Ann Arbor two 
years ago. They are similar to drug raids that 
went down recently in Kent, Ohio just before the 
indictment against 25 students and professors for 
demonstrations last May, and to the street sweeps 
and arrests of 125 people that hit New Haven a week 
before the start of Eri'cka and Bobby's trial. 

Money is still needed to get people out of 
jail. Contributions should be sent to Ann Arbor 
Tribal Council Community Defense Fund, c/o Ozone 
House, 302 W, Liberty St., Ann Arbor, Mich. 
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THE KENT 25: 

"THE ONES THEY MISSED WITH BULLETS THEY GOT WITH 
INDICTMENTS" 

LIBERATION News Service 

"The time has come to detach from uni- 
versity society those who persist in violent be- 
havior. Expel the troublemakers without fear or 
favor. " — The Special Grand Jury , after the No- 
vember investigation into events at Kent State, 

May 1-4, 1970 

KENT, Ohio (LNS) -- The Special Grand Jury 
investigation after the Kent State murders exon- 
erated the national guard and blamed the students, 
although earlier investigations by the FBI and 
the Scranton Commission came up with exactly 
the opposite. 

The Jury findings made it easier for the Ohio 
Legislature to pass' Bill 1219 -- a true law- 
and-order bill which takes away the right of free 
speech and assembly at every university in the state 

of Ohio. 

The finale of the Special Grand Jury was 
the indictments they handed down against 25 Kent 
State students, one faculty member, and several 
non-students. Several of the indicted were 
those actually wounded by the National Guard. 

Just prior to these indictments, 43 students at 
Kent were charged with drug offenses. Several are 
serving lengthy sentences in Ohio prisons. Others 
are on precarious probation. 

The 25 indicted for arson, riot, interfering 
with firemen, assaulting firemen [presumably dur- 
ing the burning of the ROTC building] and inciting 
to riot recently published a statment in the new 
Kent newspaper, Dragonfire ; 


We are the survivors of the Kent Massacre. 

Yet, we are the victims of the Ohio Special Grand 
Jury. As one student put it, "The one's they missed 
with bullets they got with indictments ." Some- 
one else said it better, " They blamed us for get- 
ting in the way of the bullets ." This is more 
accurate. 

Two of us were wounded on May 4. The other 
23 represent a cross section of the university 
community and the protest movement -- a liberal 
sociology professor, a student body president, 
who is a third sergeant in ROTC, political people, 
apolitical people, long hairs, short hairs, 9 
students already busted for drugs, four women, one 
black, and even a few non-students — to prove 
their "outside agitator" theory. 

Picking such a diverse group -- almost all 
of whom never knew each other before and live 
anywhere from Boston to San Francisco has made 
it difficult to organize a common defense and 
coordinate fundraising. 

Why did they pick such a diverse group? Pro- 
bably because they would have liked to have in- 
dicted the entire university or even every young 
person who is a " college bum " or " effete snob ." 

First, the Ohio Grand Jury condemned " per- 
missive" and " over-indu1gent "Kent State Presi- 
dent White. That is the same man who refers to 
students as " human debris" and calls peaceful and 
legal rallies " deplorable' " and " de facto dis- 
ruptions . " 

The Grand Jury also blamed the disorders on 
the " overemphasis the administration has placed 
and allowed to be placed on the right to dis- 
sent. " That's the same administration that 
wouldn't let William Kunstler speak on campus this 
fall, and kicked a Kent student out of school 
for "illegal solicitation." At the time he was 
collecting money for the Kent Legal Defense Fund. 

The Grand Jury report says that any student 
who was even observing on May 4 is "morally re- 
sponsible for the killings. This indicts liter- 
ally thousands of students. The jury states: 

"Arson is arson, whether commited on a college 
campus or elsewhere. The fact that some of the 
participants were college students changes no- 
thing except perhaps to further aggravate the 
seriousness of the offense ." 

The jury report did not stop at May, it 
indicted 43 people for drugs in March and April 
and derides this fall's Yippies as " social and 
intellectual misfits " and the Jefferson Airplane 
for appearing at Homecoming (all irrelevant to 
their stated duty to investigate the Mayl-4 dis- 
orders . ) 

More important than blaming the tragedy on 
the students, the Grand Jury has let the law 
justify murder. Not only did they ffnd the' Na- 
tional Guard guiltless, but say that the National 
Guard were the victims! 

The Grand Jury report states that the Ohio 
Guard " fired their weapons in the honest and sin- 
cere belief that they would suffer serious bod-fTy 
injury." The FBI report, which came earlier, 
(#312) January 23, 1971 
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is different: " We have reason to believe that 
the claim by the National Guard that their lives 
were in danger from the students was fabricated 
subsequent to the event . " 

The FBI further reported that the individual 
guardsmen could be held responsible for man- 
slaughter. 

The Scranton Commission appointed by Presi- 
dent Nixon, whose war the protest was all about, 
said: " The indiscriminate firing of rifles into 
a crowd of students and the deaths that fol- 
1 owe red were unnecessary, unwarranted, and inex- 
cusable, ' 1 

There are other discrepancies between the 
Grand Jury and the Scranton and the FBI reports. 

The Grand Jury charges that the may 4th anti-war 
rally " quickly degenerated into a riotous mob ." 

The Scranton Commission does not agree: " The ~ 
rally was peaceful and there was no apparent im- 
pending violence,,- The Guard fired amidst great 
turmoil and confusion engendered in part by their 
own activites. " 

In the face of the evidence of the FBI and 
Scranton Commission how could the Grand Jury ex- 
onerate the Guard, and blame the students? 

Part of the answer can be found in the people 
who organized the Grand Jury. The man who decided 
to have a Grand Jury investigation was the same 
man [Gov, Rhodes] who sent troops into Kent on 
May 2, in hopes of getting votes for his waning 
law and order campaign for the U.S. Senate. 

He visited Kent State himself on May 3 and 
inflamed the situation by calling students 
" worse than brown shirts and communists " and pro- 
misinq to use " any weapons necessary " to stop 
the rebellion on campus. 

The Grand Jury was administered through the 
office of Rhode's attorney general, Paul Brown, 

Just before the investigation started. Brown 
said, " Probably no Guardsmen will be indicted, " 

The special prosecutor appointed by Brown 
was Seabury Ford of Ravenna. Right after the Grand 
Jury report, Ford told newsmen: " They should have 
shot all the troublemakers ," and " I think this 
whole damn country isn't going to simmer down 
until the police are ordered to shoot to kill . " 

As you can see, we were well on our way to a fair 
and unbiased investigation, 

The jurors were made up of residents of Por- 
tage County (mostly Kent and Ravenna)none of whom 
are students or faculty at Kent State. It is es- 
pecially unusual that we were systematically ex- 
cluded since Kent State University students and 
faculty make up a large percentage of Portage 
County. Certainly Ravenna housewives and Kent 
businessmen trying students is not a trial by peers. 

The group that made up the Grand jury is 
the same group that jurors will be chosen from 
for each of our trials coming up in Ravenna. 

This makes us helpless victims of American 
justice. When law and order means shooting stu- 
dents in cold blood, then the legal lynching of 
fellow students and faculty, there is no justice. 

We are not the only victims at Kent however 
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A Black United Student leader faces suspen- 
sion for chalking a sidewalk. Two others have 
been suspended for "illegal solicitation." 43 of 
our brothers and sisters have been busted for dope 
this Fall. Many of us face daily police harassment 
and tapped phones because we are considered 
"political activists" by the "authorities." 

Others get busted for ridiculous charges 
like "open container, vagrancy, loitering, cur- 
few, contributing," etc. by Kent city police. We 
all must worry about what we say in classes be- 
cause of informers and what we smoke in our own 
rooms because of narcs. 

We all are threatened with suspension for 
"disruption" if we talk about civil liberties in 
Literature classes or argue with friends in front 
of buildings (as two students were charged under 
Bill 1219), 

Repression has come to Kent and we are all 
the victims. They shot us on May 4th, now they're 
indicting us, throwing us out of school, harass- 
ing us, arresting us, threatening us in every way 
to stop our protest and destroy our lifejstyle. 

We are all victims of Kent State repression, not 
just the 25. "We are all outlaws in the eyes of 
America. " 

--signed by the Kent State 25 

(Buttons and posters are being sold by the 
Kent Legal Defense Fund. For info, and to send 
contributions, write to 401 Dodge St., Kent, 

Ohio 44240. For a copy of Dragon fire, write 
YIP, c/o S.A.C. office, Kent State Univ., Kent, 

Ohio 44240.) 
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"FREE ANGELA DAVIS" 

BLACK GIs MARCH IN SAIGON 
LIBERATION News Service 

SAIGON (LNS) -- Forty black GIs celebrated 
Martin Luther King’s birthday, January 15, by 
marching on the U*S. Army headquarters near Sai- 
gon, Carrying a tri-colored black nationalist 
flag, the men chanted "Free Angela Davis" and 
"Stop Racial Discrimination in the Army," 

Official army directives had authorized the 
observance of King's birthday. The GI's said 
they considered their action to be a memorial to 
the slain civil rights leader, 
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BLACK SCHOLAR OFFERS REPRINTS 

SAUSALITO, Cal. (LNS) -- The Black Scholar, 
has made ' reprints of articles in its journal, in 
response to readers' requests Also available is 
an index of articles published from Nov, 1960 to 
June, 1970 * S.everal of the reprints available 
now are: Shirley Chisholm "Racism and Anti- 

Feminism;" Nathan Hare, "Black Ecology," and 
"The Challenge of a Black Scholar;" Linda La Rue, 
"The Black Movement and Women's Liberation;" Robert 
Staples, "The Myth of the Black Matriarchy." 35{ 
to Black Scholar, PO Box 908, Sausolito,Ca . 94965. 
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KALEIDOSCOPE EDITOR RELEASED ON BAIL: 

IN JAIL FOR FIVE MONTHS FOR REFUSING TO TALK 

LIBERATION News Service 

MADISON, Wise. (LNS)--Mark Knons, editor of 
the Madison Kaleidoscope, who was jailed last Aug- 
ust for contempt of court by a County Grand Jury 
for refusing to answer auestions about the bombing 
of the Army Mathematics Research Center last summer, 
was freed in late December. Mark had been sentenced 
to up to six months in prison, 

Mark contended at his bail hearing that he 
doesn't have to reveal his sources of information 
about the bombing to the Grand Jury just like law- 
yers, doctors, and clergvmen don't have to. The 
Assistant Attorney General argued that Mark should 
not be granted bail "because we're gonna put the 
saueeze on him" while he's in jail- He argued that 
Mark "has the key to his cell" and will be released 
as soon as "he talks--it's the duty of a citizen." 

Finally the judge released him on $1,000 bail. 
Meanwhile Mark is waiting for the decision of the 
higher courts about whether or not he has to testi- 
fy in front of the County Grand Jurv. "If I'm forced 
to talk, no one will ever trust me again, Mark said, 
"This issue is especially important to the under- 
ground press because we're without protectors. We're 
so vulnerable." 
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NO WINTER CLOTHES FOR CHILDREN--^ 

WRO INVADES MILWAUKEE DEPARTMENT STORE 

LIBERATION News Service 

MILWAUKEE, Wise (LNS)--In Wisconsin there are 
40,000 children receiving welfare in the Aid to 
Dependent Children Program (ADC) , This winter, 
most of them are without warm clothing because the 
$50,000 fund for children's clothing has been frozen. 

Milwaukee Welfare Rights Organization (WRO) 
has turned to the big downtown department stores 
for donations. In early January, between 200-250 
WRO members and supporters went to the Boston 
Store, one of Milwaukee's largest. Other depart- 
ment stores say they are waiting for Boston's 
answer to WRO before they make any decisions. The 
owners of Boston have refused to meet with WRO 
members . 

"The group went through the store selecting 
piles of needed clothing, One man who was there 
described the scene. 

"Minutes after we entered the store shoppers 
came pouring out, frightened of mass media horror 
stories. Today it was our turn to go shopping. 

First floor women's department. Dresses, 
coats, pants and hats snatched off the hangers and 
piled on the checkout counters Shelves and racks 
left bare. 

"We take the escalator to the third floor 

children's department, leaving more piles of 
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clothing, covering manikins instead of children. 
Someone turns on the juke box in the teen de- 
partment (bright, fashionable, with-it glad- 
rags) and everyone - -mothers , children, college 
students, hippies- -dances to Creedence Clear- 
water." 

When the store closed, the people left 
empt i -handed , They will present lists of their 
selections to the Boston Store. 
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THE REASON FOR POETRY 
bv Nancv More.ion 
LIBERATION News Service 

Nccncy More j on is a 27 year old Cuban 
poet t 15 when the revolution came to Cuba. 

She has a B, A. in French and has worked as a 
simultaneous translator in international con- 
gresses. This poem is taken from ' SOMOS — 

( WE AREJ Five Contemporary Cuban Poets . 

At this time I find the bed very arid 
The sheets do not conform to my body 
I write: 

"and later on 
Jananese architecture 
screamed 

consise and trim, reformist 

and later on 
a strident snarrow 
burstina with roses 
obliaue eyes" 

I am alone 

inside a shaneless bladder 
listeninq to the last words of the professor: 
"Is that clear? 

qood.o. we'll continue in the next class.' 

I find that the niqht is ever more niqht 
Each minute is the time that consumes 
Records each dailv event: 

The literature class, quard dutv, the clock 

The conference, movies, the harvest 

The exhibit, Fidel's hands 

Albums, the cornv ballads 

This anxious revolution 

I discover all this 

And more 

Now, I am alone here. 

The entire room becomes sadness & bereavement 

If I iumned un and ran, no one would know it 

And I strike a blow at mv books 

And I hurriedlv qet some naner 

And I believe that the bird will come toniqht 

To envelon me in its flame 

And I strike a blow at my books 

Because the niqht brines me the qreatest 

loneliness 

Please hear me I am alone 
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LEFT: PHOTOS FROM THE PORTFOLIO OF CANDY FREELAND . 

NORTH CAROLINA, DEC, ’69 


RIGHT: PHOTOS FROM THE PORTFOLIO OF CANDY FREELAND. CUBA. FEB. 1970. WORKER RESTS 
IN FRONT OF A CANE CONDITIONING PLANT. 

CREDIT LNS 
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TOP: PHOTOS FROM THE PORTFOLIO OF CANm FREELAND HUE*. OAKLAND OCT, 1970. 


BOTTOM: PHOTOS FROM THE PORTFOLIO OF CANDi FREELAND. N CAROLINA DEC '69. 


P-2 


LIBERATION News Service (*312) Jan 23, 197- 


more 



LEFT: JOHN BROWN. BY TECLA/LNS 


RITE: THOREAU. BY TECLA/LNS 

The following quote is take from Henry David Thoreau's "Plea for John Brown" made on 
the evening of Brown's execution: Dec . 2, 1859 

"...We preserve the so-called peace of our community by deeds of petty violence every day. 
Look at the policeman's billy and handcuffs 1 Look at the jaili Look at the gallows I Look 
at the chaplain of the regiment!... we defend ourselves and our henroosts and maintain 
slavery. I know that the mass of my countrymen think that the only righteous use that 
can be made of Sharpe's rifles and revolvers is to fight duels with them, when we are 
insulted by other nations, or to hunt Indians, or shoot fugitive slaves with them, or 
the like. I think that for once the Share's rifles and the revolvers were employed in 
a righteous cause. The tools were in the hands of one who could use them..." 
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TOP LEFT , SECOND CITY/LNS 


TOP RITE: R.Cobb. 5th Estate /LNS 


BOTTOM: 

SPACE CITY/LNS 
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TOP: STEVE GILBERT/'LNS 


BOTTOM: POLICE CARTOON FROM GETTING TOGETHER, I WOR KUEN/LNS 
CHILDREN'S drawings are by Palestinian children. From "In Time of War 
Testify”. 


Children 
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